TEST REPORT

HERTZ HSK 165

TEXT: BOB MORROW
PHOTOGRAPHY: CASEY THORSON

GREAT SOUND AND A GREAT VALUE

Back in the late '70s and early to mid '80s, if
you wanted great sound in a car, you'd proba-
bly look to a European speaker manufacturer to fill
your needs, as there was a real dearth of good-
sounding American-made speakers available back
then. However, those European drivers were
designed primarily for home use and didn't stand up
too well to the rigors of the automaotive environment.
Today we have many good-sounding speakers to
choose from, but my interest was piqued when |
learned | was to audition a set of ltalian-made drivers
from Hertz, a subsidiary of Elettromedia. | developed
a preference for the “European” sound back then,
and I'm anxious to see how things have progressed
in the last 20 years or so.

IMPRESSIONS

| received the Hertz HSK 165 components in an
average-sized, atlractive orange and black box.
Upon opening the box, | found a pair of 166mm (6
1/27) low-frequency drivers of average depth, 87mm
(2 5/87), so mounting shouldn't be much of a prob-
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lem. The only snafu might be the fact that there's
only a 4-bolt pattern on the woofer flange, instead of
the multi-patterns common to many other 6 1/2"
woofers. Mounting it in your car may mean driling
some additional holes to secure these components.
These woolers incorporate soft iron plates for high
heat dissipation, copper voice coil windings on a
Kapton former, a vented bottom plate, a polypropy-
lene cone with a phase-plug-shaped dust cap for
better off-axis response, standard DIN-sized basket
and a "Double Wave Rubber” surround with a fiber
spider to keep everything aligned.

The cotton soft-dome tweeters use a neodymi-
um molor and are small at 41mm (1 5/8%) in diam-
eter, with a mounting depth of 17mm (11/16"), so
they shouldn't be much of a problem to fix in place.
They incorporate three different mounting schemes:
surface, angled surface and flush mount. The
tweeters are secured with a unigue spring-steel
ring with teeth on the inside that pressure fits
around the back of the tweeter for flush mount-
ing—simple and elegant.

The crossovers appear to be comprised of quali-
ty components, aren’t overly large, and incorporate
-3, 0, and +3 dB attenuation settings. Al mounting
hardware is supplied so installation into my test
boxes was a snap. A full-size woofer and tweeter
pattern is included on the box.




CONCLUSION

Elettromedia, parent company of Hertz speakers
and Audison amplifiers, certainly did their home-
work on these fine speakers. For a retail price of
only $399, the HSK 165's show themselves extra-
ordinarily well. Heck, they stand tall against speak-
ers costing two and three times as much! If you're
locking for an excellent-sounding component set
for your front stage, look no further than the Hertz

; - HSK 165 and put the money you saved on the
SUBJECTIVE SCORE CHART speakers toward electronics good enough to get

P e
Overall Sound Quality 20 15.3 5 dgcrew at Elettromedia. %
Tonal Balance 10 08
Low-Frequency Extension 10 08
Clarity at Low Volume 10 08
Clarity at High Volume 10 06
Image Stability 10 07
Listening Fatigue 10 09
Installation Ease/Flexibility 20 12
Total Subjective Score 100 733

Ralings: Average performance is equal to 1/2 total points possible.



